Altona Yacht Club Inc – Policy & Procedure                              Rev 0        27/03/2017
Policy Number – 10
Policy –  Companion Dogs
Preamble:
Altona Yacht Club Inc welcomes members and visitors and encourages them to bring their companion dogs to the club if they desire. 
Members who bring their dogs need to recognise some people (especially children) have a genuine fear of dogs and some dogs are anxious around a large number of unfamiliar people. 
Policy Objective: 
To increase the amenity of the club by allowing the members to bring their dogs to the club without inconveniencing other club members and the public. 
Policy Details:
· Members may bring their dogs to the club on the understanding the Altona Yacht Club is not located in or adjacent to one of the 13 ‘dog off-leash’ areas designated by the City of Hobsons Bay. 
· A copy of the City of Hobson Bay designated ‘dog off-leash’ areas is attached. 
· The City of Hobsons Bay policy is; dogs being walked or exercised in public areas must be on a leash unless they are being exercised in a council designated ‘dog off leash area’ in which case the dog must be directly supervised and under effective voice or hand signal control, if not the dog must be restrained by a leash. 
· The State Government Legislation and Council By-laws are; ‘any dog which is not being directly supervised and any dog which is not under effective control must be on a leash’. This is as much to protect the dog from itself as to protect the public from the dog. If a dog which is not on a leash rushes at people or other animals or intimidates/frightens people or other animals the owner will found to be liable for a breach of the law.   
Responsibilities: 
· The members who bring their dog to the Altona Yacht Club are responsible for ensuring their dog is always under control and they comply with Victorian State Government Legislation and City of Hobsons Bay Animal Control By-laws. 
· Under no circumstances are dogs permitted to enter food preparation or serving areas within the club. 
· As the Altona Yacht Club is not located in a designated ‘dog off-leash’ area, it is preferable for dogs to be leashed. If a dog is not being directly supervised by the member who brings the dog to the club it is preferable for the dog to tied up with its leash in the shade in the boat shed away from doors with the dog having access to clean drinking water. 
· Members who bring their dog to the club must not allow their dog to rush at, jump on, bite, or otherwise worry other club members, the public or other dogs whilst at the club.
· The Altona Yacht Club is not responsible for dogs brought to the club by members. The member who brings the dog is solely responsible for the dog’s behaviour and the dog’s welfare.
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There are 14 designated o leash dog areas
in Hobsons Bay.Here are some tips for

Keeping your dog happy and sefe i an of-
leash area whe respecting oter park users:

« Even whe offeash, keep your dog under
close supervision. Whether you ae a dog
‘oer, cyclist r pedestian, everyone
noeds o be courteous and awere of
other park and reserve users

 Dogs mst be under effectiv voice or
hand controls at al imes — if your dog
does not retur to you when called or
You cannot control ther behaviour they
shouid not be of-eash.

= Avwiays have the leash dose at hand in
‘ase your dog becomes aggressve o
is scared.

= Don'letyour dog un up o or jump on
aiber peoge

 Don'tletyour dog rush up o other dogs
o lay asthe ther dogs may befearul
or aggressive

« Ask other dog ownersf thei dag is
socible and i they are happy foryour
dog o approach.

 To praect native wikdife, dor't et your
dog rush ator chase wading birds
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Al cats and dogs over the age of
three months must be regisered with
Gounci, with egistration renewals
due by 10 April every year. In line with
statelegitaton, all animals must be
microchipped when registered for the
fist time. For more information and
costs fo registering your pet,visit
‘wwwhobsonsbay.vic.gov.au
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Aleash is essential when walking
your dog in public areas in Hobsons
Bay, unless you are in a designated
oft-leash area. Under the locallaw,
dog owners can be fined $200 i they.
are not carmying after bag, do not
pick up afer thir dog or do not

have their dog on a leash
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Apex Park, Doug Grant Resenve, the mouthofthe: Laveton Greek. Jawbone Reserve, Truganina Park and Cheny Lake are important
stopping pants for migratory birds, and a favoure residence for wader birds. Dogs and birds don't i 5o we ask dog owners o avoid
these areas i possible. Of-Jeash canines can crush birds' eggs and nests,or scarethe shorebids and cause the to deplee energy for
theretum joumey to laces s far as Sberia. Ifyourdog loves water consider taking the to- PA Bums Reserve and Alona Dog beach.

“Time restricted. See wiw hobsonsbey i gov.u fordetis





